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The Triumph of Truth, in the Conversion cf 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, from the errors cf 
Methodism to the Catholic Faith. Written 
by himself. 

Continued from page 211, No. 27. 

From the known zeal, fidelity, and perse- 
yerance with which Mr. Martyn labors to 
fultil every part of his pastoral duties, it may 
be expected that he would not suffer so favor- 
able an opportunity of vindicating the cause 
of truth, and promoting the interests of reli- 
gion, to pass unnoticed and unimproved. I 
consequently received from him an invitation 
tomeet him at the house of the aforesaid 
person, to discuss the most important of all 
topics. What is TRUTH—AND WHERE Is IT 
TO BE FOUND? I felt considerable backward- 
ness to meet Mr. Martyn, although I knew 
‘very little of his character at that time; but 
I considered that the cause of truth, the in- 
terest of religion, the spiritual wel-are of my 
servant, my own honor and the honor of Me- 
thodisin were involved, | therefore agreed to 
meet him, depending onthe well known max- 
im, “ that truth to be admired needs only to 
be known;”’ and as I believed my religion to 
be the truth, and the Catholic religion a 
compound of vice and folly—with the bible 
in my hand, and reason for my guide, I had 
little doubt of confounding my adversary, and 
placing truth in so clear a light as to sitence 
if not convert him. This was not the first 
time a Protestant has reckoned without his 
ste been confounded in the presence 

ruth, 





The day appointed for our first meeting 
was on Whit-Tuesday, 1818, and on that day 
my Rev. Friend and I first knew each other. 

e entered upon the subject which had 
brought us together, by stating and accept- 
ing certain preliminaries. 

1. That amidst the numerous sects of the 
present day, it was a point of the utmost im- 
portance to both of us, as teachers of oppo- 
site religions, to ascertain—What is the true 
Christian faith, and how it is to be distinguish- 
ed and known. 

2. That in pursuing this inquiry both should 
be candid, and place ourselves in a state of 
religious independence on the opinions of 
men, prejudices of education, or even on our 
own preconceived opinions. 

3. The moderation, calmness, and respect 
for the character of each other should rule 
the discussion. 

4. That on whatever side truth was found, 
to that we would adhere. 

My Rev. Friend took his stand on the ve- 
ry subject which had occupied my serious 
thoughts tive years before, viz.: the Unity 
and Unchangeableness of Truth, and pro- 
ceeded to discuss the Rute or Faitu. 

If Jesus Christ, he said, came down from 
heaven to reveal a body of divine truths, by 
the belief of which mankind were to be sav- 
ed, or by the disbelief of which they were to 
be condemned, according to that of St. Mait. 
xxviii. 19,20, and Si. Mark, xvi. 15, 16. 
then there must be some rule by which all 
men may be able to come to the knowledge 
of this faith, and that not only partially and 
obscurely, but with infallible certainty, 7. e. 
without danger of being deceived. To this, 
alter some objections on infallible certainty, 
I consented; because | conceived mysell!, 
that the wisdom of God would never have re- 
vealed his truth, without designing to perpe- 
tuate it in the same entire manner in which 
he had first revealed it; and would never have 
commanded all to believe it under pain of con- 
demnation, without giving them the means 
of knowing it and distinguishing it from error. 


The next point was, what was the rule ap- 
pointed by Christ for knowing this system of 
truth, whether the word of God as contained 
in the Scriptures—or, the word of God as 
taught by the Church of God. 

My Rev. Friend stated the Catholic doc- 
trine upon the subject, and defended it by 
natural arguments, supported by plain pas- 
sages from the Holy Scripture. 

The rule, he observed, which Jesus Christ 
had established for the knowledge and pro- 
pagation of his religion, must evidently co- 
exist with it. For where would be the wis- 
dom of establishing a code of laws, without 
a rule by which its meaning might be known? 
And this rule we find he did establish.— 
Whiie he himself was on earth, he was the 
only authoritive, infallible rule necessary for 
explaining,or inforcing the doctrine he taught, 
and had he continued with his church so that 
a final reference could have been made to 
him in any dispute, no other infallible tribu- 
nal would ever have been necessary. But 
as this was not the economy of God, we find 
him, just before his departure from the world, 
investing his apostles with the same power 
and authority with which he had been invest- 
ed by his divine Father. ‘ All power,” said 
the Son of God, ‘is given to me in heaven 
and on earth—as my Father hath sent me, 
so | send you. Goye into all the world, and 
preach my Gospel to every creature; he that 
believeth shall be saved, and he that believ- 
eth not shall be condemned. Going, there- 
fore, teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and behold I am with you all days even 
to the consummation of the world.” And 
St. John adds, that breathing upon them, he 
said, ‘receive ye the Holy Ghost, whose 
sins you forgive they are forgiven, and whose 
sins you retain they are retained. St. John, 
xx. 21, 22, 23. The apostles being thus 
constituted the first ministers of Christ and 








his Church, they are also constituted the au- 
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thority of Christ in the Church, and their 
preaching made the rule of faith to the world, 
for the world is commanded to believe their 
teaching and preaching under pain of con- 
demnation. The living voice therefore of 
the ministers of Christ, was from the begin- 
ning the only rule of faith to Christians, ap- 
pointed by Jesus Christ. : 

Mason.—I assent to all you have said; 
I know well that truth is unchangeable, 


language of Paul proves that Timothy might 
fail of the grace given him. I acknowledge 
he was exhorted to commit the’ same authori- 
ty to faithful men, but I deny that these men 
were rendered infallible. For the certainty 
of their ministry was to depend upon their 
own faithfulness. But I do not deny that 
there was a much greater certainty attending 


‘the ministry of those successors who were 


| should guide his apostles and their successors 
into all truth, and should abide with them 


forever. And he himself promised to remain 
with them always even to the end of the world, 
| Lastly, the Christian world in all ages is 
‘warned against false teachers, who would 
come in sneep’s clothing,” &c. Now 1 con- 
tend that this. proves there must be, in all 
ages a true Christian ministry, attended with 


‘contemporary with the apostles, because they infallible marks, by which it may be distin- 


and I acknowledge the teaching of the apos-| were connected with the living authority of guished from all false, deceitful, destructive 


tles to have been the rule of faith to the 
first Christians. But I deny that all truth 
is essential to salvation, there are essentials 
and non-essentials. And 1 deny also, that 
the teaching authority of the successors, so 
called, of the apostles was designed to be 


the apostles. 





ithe Holy Ghost? 
Mason.—It was. 
| Martyn.—Was not the same gift given to 


/pretenders, described by wolves in sheep’s 


Marryn.—Was not the authority of the clothing. Nor is it sufficient to say they 
apostles rendered infallible by the descent of must be tried by the scripture, for this is the 


| point most disputed, which class of teachers 
jare the false ones; all pretending to teach 
'the scriptures, and none of them willing to 


the only rule of faith in afterages. The|St. Timothy and the rest of the successors recognize their own body as the false teach- 


apostles foresaw by the inspiration of God/of the apostles by the imposition of their ers spoken of. 


the errors into which Christian teachers 
would fall, and wrote the scripture for our 
instruction, that we might become wise unto 
salvation. 

Martyn.—Whether there be truths non- 
essential I shall not stop to inquire. It is 
evident that the whole of what Christ taught 
to his apostles and commanded them to teach 
to the world was essential, for he makes no 
distinction, but says, “‘ teach all things what- 
soever I have taught you.” Nor can you, 
Mr. Mason, suppose that the present differ- 
ences in religion are about non-essentials.— 
For instance, it cannot be a non-essential 
point, whether Christ be God, or not—whe- 
ther he died for all mankind, or not—whether 
the doctrines of the Catholic church be true, 
or false. For if the former be non-essential, 
why split and chide about them? and if the 
latter be non-essential, why are we met to 
discuss them? You deny that the teaching 
authority of the successors of the apostles 
continued to be the rule of faith contrary to 
the apostles themselves. ‘Faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God, i. e. 
preaching; for how shall they hear without a 
preacher, and how shall he preach unless he 
be sent?) Now you must suppose, according 
to your own rule, that what.the apostle here 
wrote was written for our instruction; and he 
tells us the rule of faith is hearing the word 
of God preached by those who are sent.— 
Consequently he wrote to instruct us that the 
rule of our faith is not reading, but preach- 
ing, that therefore there must be preachers, 


and an authority to send them, without which | 


mission these preachers ought not to be heard. 
Again, you suppose infallible authority ceas- 
ed with the apostles. But St. Timothy was 
not an apostle but a successor, and yet you 
hold him to be inspired; and St. Paul tells 
him to stir up, as the Protestant translation 
has it, “‘ the grace given him by the imposi- 
tion of his hands and those of the priesthood.” 
From which it is evident, the Holy Ghost 


was conferred by the imposition of hands to} 


invest him with authority, and to enable him 


to dictate infallibly the word of God to the) 


people. And St. Paul directs him to follow 
the same rule in committing the same autho- 
rity to others—“ Commit those things which 
thou hast heard of me to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also.” Here 
you see the same rule which the apostle fol- 
lowed, continued in their successors. 
Mason.—I deny that Timothy was infulli- 
ble in the sense in which the apostles were 
infallible, for this reason, because the whole 


hands for the work of the same ministry? 
| Mason.—I believe it was. 
| Marryn.—Will you be so kind as to ex- 


|plain to me, why the Holy Ghost given to) 


|the apostles should make them infallible, and 

the same Holy Ghost, given to their succes- 
sors by the imposition of their hands, should 
‘not make them infallible? 


| Mason.—l see no particular difficulty in’ 
supposing the spirit given to one to make | 


him infallible, and to another for ordinary 
purposes. Indeed this is the case. , The spi- 
rit made the apostles infallible, the same spi- 
rit is given to the children of God in general, 
and yet you, Sir, will not say that all the 
children of God are infallible. 
Martryn.—But you must observe, there 
is a difference in the end for which this spirit 
‘is thus given. To Christians in general it is 
given merely for moral purposes, to enable 
them to love God, and do his will; and this 
moral influence St. Timothy and all the apos- 


tles had, before the descent of the Holy | 


Ghost upon them, to qualify them for the 
'work of the ministry. But it is to this last 
point I will confine your attention. The 
same spirit which descended upon the apos- 


tles and rendered them infallible to qualify | 


them for the ministry, descended upon St. 
Timothy and his fellow-successors, by the 
imposition of the hands of the apostles to 
qualify them for the same work. Now I again 
ask you, why should the same spirit, given 
‘for the same end, render one infallible and 
the other not so? 

Mason.—I cannot give a satisfactory an- 
swer. But I do not see what necessity there 
|was for St. Paul to exhort Timothy to stir up 
the grace, or to lay hands only on faithful 
men, if the spirit rendered them infallible. 

Marryn.—Evidently for the same reason 
as St. Paul himself found it necessary to 
chastise his body, lest after having preached 
to others, he himself should be become a 
| castaway. 
_ Mason.—Your argument appears a strong 
one. 
Martyn.—And that the successors of the 


apostles were infallible is also proved from | 


‘other texts. St Paul tells us, “ God has giv- 
en some apostles, and some prophets, and 
‘other some evangelists, and other some pas- 
tors and doctors for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
ledifying of the body of Christ, until we all 
meet in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God.”” And Jesus 
Christ himself promised that his Holy Spirit 





However, the scripture gives 
|us a pretty close and correct picture of them 
|1. They come—are not originally sent, as 
the apostle saysthey must be. 2..They come, 
pretending to be Christ, i. e. invested with 
his authority, but can give no certain evi- 
dence of it. 3. They put on the skin of a 
sheep, i. e. pretending an overweening sanc- 
tity, that they may more effectually deceive. 
4. They come in detached parts, or sects— 
not like the sun, as he beautifully describes 
the authoritative ministry, rising in the east 
and continuing one unbroken course, enlight- 
‘ening the whole world with the rays of truth, 
till it sets in the western horizon—so, says 
he, shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 
Mason.—If we are provided with an in- 
fallible ministry, then we might as well throw 
the scriptures overboard, as of no use. But 
the fact of their being written by divine in- 
spiration proves that they were designed to 
be our ultimate rule. I do not deny the util- 
ity of preaching; I believe it to be necessa- 
ry, and of divine appointment, and that there 
will always be a true ministry. But I con- 
tend there is, after all, an appeal from the 
preacher to the bible. To the law and to 
the testimony; if any man speak not accord- 
ing to this word, there is no light in him.— 
As to Jesus Christ saying he would be with 
his apostles to the end of the world, I believe 
he is so with them teaching by the scrip- 
tures, 
| [ 10 BE CONTINUED. | 
| 


| [CONTINUED FROM PAGE 210.—nNo. 27.] 


BROMSGROVE, Nov. 6, 1814. 

Now, how many among the great majority 
\of the people, could purchase a rule of faith 
at this expense? Very few indeed. And if 
'they could not purchase it, how were they to 
jhave it? Not by donation, for the charge 
| would be too great: not by borrowing, for 
the copies would be too few in number, and 
the proprietors of them would want them for 
\their own reading. If they could not get 
| possession of them, how were they to read 
\them? And if they could not read them, how 
| were they to betheir sole rule of faith? You 
say, “the Bible, the Bible alone is the reli- 
gion of Protestants.”” Now this numerous 
class of people not being able to procure @ 
Bible, could have no religion, at least none 
of the religion of protestants. They must 
have applied to other sources for information, 
and been guided by other means. But this, 
you say, is popery. Consequently, the great 
majority of the faithful, even in the primitive 
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xsges, could have been no other than the fol-| give me instruction on the subject. 


lowers of popery through necessity. 


In what 
manner therefore, should I have to proceed? 


But you will say that every pastor pos-| Would it be to search the scriptures diligent- 


sessed a copy of the scriptures; that he read 
portions of them to his flock every Lord’s 
day, and that in his exhortations, or sermons 
he explained the meaning to them. This is 
all very probable. But then agein this is 
nothing better than downright popery. If 
the people are to be guided by the explana- 
tion of the preacher, it isthe preacher who 
searches the scriptures for them; and if they 
are led by his interpretations, and believe be- 
cause he says that they ought to believe, they 
certainly do no other than believe by prozy, 
which, according to your own words, is pope- 
ry of the rankest kind. 

Thus, Sir, view the question in whatever 
light you please, nothing is to be discovered 
but what leads to the condemnation of that 
principle on which the whole system of your 
religion is founded, and to the confirmation 
of the principles of the Catholic fa‘th. Would 
it not be candid in you, would it not be wor- 
thy of that spirit of piety and sincerity which 
you seem to possess, would it not be a fit 
subject for the exercise of your abilities and 
learning, to search the scriptures diligently, 


| 


| 





| 


ly from beginning to end, to reconcile all ap- 
parent discordancies, to study and discover 
the meaning of all the intricate passages, and 
to form a system of belief comprising every 
article of faith, and this without any human 
assistance whatever, withont any aid of 
preacher, or interpreter? Or should I have 
merely to read the scriptures and to exercise 
my right of private judgment only in select- 
ing and following the preacher, or interpre- 
ter, whose sentiments are most entitled to my 
approbation? Which of these two ways should 
I have to follow? One of the two I must 
necessarily follow, and I leave it to you to 
inform me which of the two is considered by 
protestants as the orthodox way of proceed- 
ing? Thinking as I now do, I approve of 
neither of the ways; and I will give you my 
reasons. —With respect to the first, I declare 
without hesitation, that I have neither abili- 
ties nor leisure for such an undertaking. A 
work of that kind would require an immense 
deal of application, and a great deal of learn- 
ing 


Moreover, before I made a beginning, I 


t—) 


and to see whether, or not our Saviour com-| ought to have positive assurance that I pos- 


manded his followers to hear the church, that 
is, the Apostles in the first instance, and af- 
ter them their successors? Whether, or not 
by hearing them, they heard him, and by de- 
spising them they despised him? Whether, 
or not he promised to continue with his church, 
that isthe universal church united in one 
body and directed by the Apostles and their 
successors? That he would send them the 





sessed a copy of the Bible which was genu- 
ine and correct in all its parts, and that the 
translation of it into English was conforma- 
ble to the original. If 1 had not assurance 
of this kind, 1 could have no assurance that 
1 should not be led into error, and of course 
my faith would not be without doubting. I 
may indeed feel a confidence that our biblical 
writers examined the different copies of the 


Paraclete, who should lead them into all| Bible ailigently, collected them accurately, 


truth, and coutinue with them for ever; that | and translated them faithfully. 


he himself would be with them all days, even 
to the consummation of the world, and that 
the gates of hell should never prevail against 
his church? To search the scriptures for such 
texts as these, and to argue justly from them 
would be worthy of your abilities, and would 
lead you to a knowledge of the true rule of 
faith, which was appointed by our Lord. It 
would convince you that the authority placed 
over us by our Lord, for our direction in the 
ways of life, was not the bare dead letter of the 
law, which every enthusiast, from the infuria- 
ted Luther, down to the fair impostor Johan- 
na Southcott, could wrest to his own purpose, 
and make to favor his creed, but a living au- 
thority, an authority consisting, in the first 
place, of the Apostles, and after them, of 
their successors, whose constant endeavor in 
every age and nation, has been, not to form 
new creeds, and make the scriptures bend to 
them; but to hold fast to that which was once 
delivered to the saints, to preserve inviolate 
the sacred deposit of faith, and to propose 
nothing to the faitnful as necessary to be be- 
lieved, until it had been proved that such an 
article had been believed by the members of 
the Christian Church in every age and nation 
from the times of the Apostles. 

But on the supposition that the whole tide 
of argument, of reason, and of authority did 
not run in favor of the principles on which 
the Catholic faith is grounded, and that prob- 
ability seemed to be on the side of the scrip- 
tures being the sole rule of faith; I should feel 
myself very much at a loss to know how I 
Was to proceed in the formation of my reli- 
Sous creed, You perhaps would be able to 





But then this 
would not do: for according to your own 
words, | ought to ‘ rely on no man, nor any 
body of men, for they may deceive.” Thus, 
Sir, I should be at a loss at the very outset. 

But supposing that I disregarded your 
caution, and gave my faith to these biblical 
men, so far as regards the accuracy of the 
text, how is it that I ought to proceed after 
that? 1 suppose I must read the scriptures. 
Very well. But if it was to happen that I 
came to a passage that was ‘‘ hard to be un- 
derstood,” what must Ido then? Must I 
rely on the soundness of my own judgment, 
or must I consult an interpreter, or must I 
imagine that the Spirit of God will direct me 
interiorly? I have no reliance on the first, 
for 1 know my want of abilities: I must not 
be directed by the second, for that would be 
relying on man, a popish method of believ- 
ing: and as for the third, I should be afraid 
of being deluded, and probably should flatter 
myseli that 1 was following the secret inspi- 
rations of the Spirit of God, when I was fol- 
lowing perhaps nothing but the dictates of my 
own fancy and caprice. In this dilemma 
what is it that I must do? Will you assure 
me that [ may with confidence rely on the 
interior assistance of the Holy Ghost, and 
that my fears are groundless? Probably you 
will. But I must not rely on your assurance; 
for that would be “ relying on man;” I must 
have it explainly expressed in scripture, that 
the Holy Ghost will, by his sacred inspira- 
tions, lead me to the knowledge of the scrip- 
tures, This alone can give me assurance: 
for “the Bible, the Bible alone is the reli- 
gion of protestants, and the opposite senti- 











ment to this is popery.” Now where is this 
expressed? I have read the scriptures many 
times, and I have never seen it expressed 
either opealy, or in substance. It has been 
my sincere desire to discover the truth, I 
have earnestly prayed for it, and I have dili- 
gently sought alter it. With these disposi- 
tions, according to your principle, the Holy 
Ghost would most undoubtedly have assisted 
me, and by his interior grace would have led 
me to a knowledge of this important point. 
As he has not done it, I must conclude that 
this private inspiration is not given to all, 
and consequently that no one can rely on 
possessing it unless he has received from 
above a special notification to that effect.— 
Fancy will not do; imagination will not do; 
he must havea special notification, or he will 
never be able to prove that the spirit of God 
favors him more than me. 

But perhaps you will say, “ many have 
been interiorly assisted: witness the authors 
of the reformation.” That remains to be 
proved. But allowing that they were; noth- 
ing can be proved from them. All are to 
search the scriptures for themselves; and all 
ought to be interiorly assisted, if your prin- 
ciple be true. I am not justified in following 
these authors of the reformation, and in be- 
lieving them merely because I think that the 
Spirit of God assisted them: that would be 
relying on man, which you say, “ is popery.”” 
I must search the scriptures for myself, and I 
inyself must be interiorly assisted by the Spi- 
rit of God to understand them. This is the 
principle of the protestant religion, ‘“ and the 
opposite sentiment to this is popery.” 

But supposing that I had leisure and abil- 
ities for the undertaking, and that it was true 
that the Spirit of God was ready to enlighten 
my mind, to which religion would he direct 
me? You know, Sir, that there is a great 
variety of religions, and you are well con- 
vinced that the true religion is amongst them. 
You know, likewise, that if the Spirit of God 
did direct me, he would direct me to the true 
one; now to which of them should I be led? 
You undoubtedly will say that he will direct 
me to yours. You believe that the Spirit 
directed you in your choice, and as you must 
acknowledge that the Spirit is consistent with 
itself, you must be convinced that it will di- 
rect me as it directed you. Iam not so con- 
fident, and I will tell you why. I find upon 
examination that the authors of all the diffe- 
rent sects of protestants pretended that they 
were guided by the Spirit of God. I find 
likewise that the followers of all these diffe- 
rent leaders pretended to be guided in the 
same manner. The thirty-nine Articles of 
the Church of England were drawn up un- 
der the immediate influence of the Spirit. 
The Methodists are drawn from darkness to 
light by the sudden impulse of the Spirit, 
which they call the new birth. And the Spirit 
spoke in an auci>»le manner tothe late Baron 
Swedenborg, and Johanna Southcott. Per- 
haps the Spirit would lead me to the standard 
of one of these. I am confident that- the 
Spirit would not lead me to yours, if yours 
was not the right religion. 

But on this subject you seem to have no 
great solicitude. The difference between 
one protestant sect and another, you say ori- 
ginates from the different ideas they have of 
church government. This is your assertion, 
But it is not true, and you know itis not 
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true. It is notorious that Luther anathema- 
tized Calvin, and all the other reformers; 
that Calvin anathematized Luther and the 
rest, and caused Servetus to be burnt as a 
heretic; that they all anathematized one 
another; and that to this day the followers of 
each respective sect consider their own reli- 
gion as the only true one, and anathametize 
all the rest. You know that this has. been 
and now is the fact, and consequently you 
know that all parties are convinced that the 
difference between the reformed churches, as 
they are called, is in essentials, and not in 





church government alone. 

There is only one point in which all agree; 
and that is, Aos(ilily to the Catholic Church. 
This is their only point of union. And can 
it be supposed that the unchangeable spirit | 
of truth requires no other point of union| 
than this? And that when this hostility is 
planted in the mind, he has done the great 
work, and after that, leads one to one reli- 
gion, and another to another, as to an object 
of no great importance? No, Sir, you can- 
not say it. In fact, you do not say it to any 
other but to a Catholic. Among yourselves 
you acknowledge, that your different reli- 
gions are different modes of faith, and you 
declare your conviction that one of them on- 
ly can be true, because there can be only one 
true faith Now, Sir, this being the case, 
the following incontrovertible conclusion must 
be drawn from it; that, as there is only one 
true faith, and as the spirit of truth will not 
lead any one to any other than the true faith, 
they only are led by him who become mem- 
bers of this true church, and that all the oth- 
ers, whatever their pretensions may be, are 
led by no other than by their own imagina- 
tions and by the spirit of error. Prove to 
me, if you can, that this conclusion is not 
sound. 





Proceeding therefore, upon this, to what 
dangers shall I not be exposed, if I under- 
take to form my own system of belief! I may 
study and study, pray and pray; and at last 
form erroneous conclusions, and adopt a 
wrong system; for it is clear that the special | 
assistance, or guidance of the spirit is not, 
received by every one. Oh! Sir, this is | 
leading me into an abyss of doubts and per- 
plexities, and labors. And is it in this man- 
ner that every one, learned and unlearned, 
rich and poor, the independent gentleman 
and the laboring mechanic, the man of great 
abilities and the man of the weakest abilities 
is to be directed? Does this shew forth the | 
wisdom of God? Does this shew forth his 
ardent solicitude for the salvation of man? 
Is this the way in which even fools may walk 
and not err? And yet according to the prin- 
ciple avowed by you as the leading principle 
of the protestant religion, this is the only 
means of coming to a knowledge of the truth, 
and of discovering the mysteries of faith. I 
will again quote your own words as the proof: 
“the Bible, the Bible alone isthe religion of 
protestants. Hence they all without excep- 
tion claim it as their birth-right, to search 
the scriptures for themselves, and resist with 
indignation every attempt, let it be made by 
what man, or body of men it might, to rob 
them of that inestimable privilege. The op- 
posite sentiment to this, Sir, is popery.” 


[T° BE CONTINUED. | 


Emigrants to this country are very poor. 
They are therefore obliged to hire by the day, 
or month as soon as they arrive in this place, 


: = —=|and as there are but few Catholics who are 
Our Readers will perceive in the following ‘able to hire them, they are compelled to en- 


Extract of a letter which we have received | gage with Protestants. But to their honor let 
from an intelligent and zealous friend to the | it be said, they are well treated by the most 


cause of truth, another instance of the pitiful, of them, but there are unfortunately too ma- 


ae ; aed “| ny who ridicule them for their firm adherance 
and iniquitous expedients to which the Bible | to their religion, and use all the means in 


and Tract jobbers resort, to obtain proselytes | their power to persuade them to abandon it, 
from the Catholic Church. Vet with all their endeavors they have suc- 

It is lamentable to think how far such per-| ceeded but in one instance, and the following 
sons can thus degrade themselves by prac-| are the particulars which may be relied on 


at . ne ..|for their veracity. A young girl of about 
tising, Satan-like,wpon the necessities of their | sixteen years of age, was placed by her pa- 


fellow beings, by holding out the mammon of | rents to work in the house of a Protestant 
iniquity, even to children as an equivalent lady of this city, who is by the bye a rank 
for their apostacy from the religion of Christ.| Presbyterian; the young girl had not been 
Persons—who are as destitute of an ordinary, there but a short time before she began to 

: er give way to the persuasions which were em- 
or extraordinary mission as were ever Luther, | ployed by these detestable people to have her 
and Calvin themselves, when in all the impie-| renounce going to Catechism, and go to their 
ty of corrupt nature, they wantonly inveigh- | Sunday School, where she could be instruct- 
ed against the established laws, morality and ed in the principles of Christianity as well as 


“hae ' the Catholic church; but her parents were 
religion of Christendom, and beat up for re-' | great preventative to their success; for 


cruits from among the mest profligate and they were very careful in obligiug her to goto 
licentious of the human family. Is it not a confession and catechism. But circumstances 
matter of just astonishment, that the intelli- obliged her paresss to remove from this part 
gent and virtuous people of the United States | of the country, an ' leave her in the possession 


‘ll R h «| of those protestants,who at last prevailed upon 
will countenance a set of men, who arrogant- “takai elec sa soligion, which she did ia 


ly calling themselves Orthodor ministers, the following manner. It is not certainly 
stoop to the abominable and kidnapping known whether she, or they were the inven- 
means of seducing children of a diflerent ters of the following scheme in order to jus- 
persuasion from the path of purity and peace tify her leaving the church; however, they 


' ; |were very busy in circulating the circum- 
, ? 
to the by-ways of destruction? Base indeed | stances which caused her departure from the 


must be the heart, and anti-christian the cause church. The girl it seems had gone to con- 
of him who plays off such vile and infamous | fession and not being able to be admitted just 
practices. at the time she went, the Rev. Mr. Kelly, 

BCP We shall thank our respectable cor- powel Catholic priest, told her to return next 


’ . morning, but instead of returning, she went 
respondent tu acquaint us with the name of jome saying that the Rev. Mr. Kelly had 
the mock-orthodox minister, and of the pre- told her that to satisfy for her sins, she should 
destined family who have been accomplices# come the a morning and he would “ cow 
in this diabolical business. We wish for the hide her!" She had no sooner invented this 
iieiliinidhaiit ditions alten ah iq | Shominable lie, than it spread amogst the 

aeetien om NH may concern, fo hole’ protestants with the greatest rapidity; the 
them to the merited contempt of every libe-| moment I heard of it I immediately went and 
ral and enlightened member of society.—| informed him of the report, but he did appear 
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When Calvinistic tainisters cannot propagate 
their doctrine by convincing the understand- 
ing of their fellow-citizens by the force of 
reason and evangelical truth; when instead 
of using such just and honorable means, they 
have recourse to Satanic cunning, anti-Ca- 
tholic calumny and unqualified falsehoods, 
we should say, it is time for them to close 
their sores, retire from business, or embaik 
in something else, which may become indus- 
trious, useful and honorable men. 


Detroit, Feb. 23, 1831. 

“Tt seems that the spirit of intolerance 
and hatred are growing more bitter than they 
ever were in this part of the United States. 
Every cunning artilice is resorted to by the 
Bible ministers, to prejudice the minds of 
the American people more and more against 
our holy Church. ‘To convince you oi this 
fact, I will relate to you a circumstance which 
took place in this city last spring. It is pretty 
well known that the generality of the Irish 


‘much surprised at it, although he had expect- 

ed it fcrsometime. She has ever since been 
/aconstant attendant at their Sunday School, 
and but little hopes are entertained that she 
will ever return to the true faith. 

The members of the Bible Society have 
been distributing bibles during the last week 
amongst Catholics. I shall inform myself 
of their proceedings, and write a communi- 
cation for “ The Jesuit” as soon as I shall 
have obtained more particulars on this sub- 
ject.” ° 





The Ladies and Gentlemen of Boston are 
respectfully informed that the next Lecture 
will be given in the church of the “ Holy 
Cross,” at half past six o’clock, on Sua- 
day Evening next, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Fenwick; and that arrangements will be 
made, so as to obviate the necessity of their 
remaining without doors for any length of 
time. The doors will be thrown open imme- 





diately after Vespers, and the committee of 
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arrangement will consider it a duty, and feel 
pleasure in accommodating with seats such 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the various deno- 
minations as may be disposed to hear the 
Cataolic Lectures, 

3c There are no stoves either in, or un- 
der the church. The committee of vigilance 
will see that no disorder, or danger shall arise 
from without. 





From the Boston Courier. 
SKETCH OF THE CATHOLIC LEC- 
TURE. 


Delivered on last Sunday Evening by the 
Very Rev. T. J. O’Fianerry. 


This Lecture was intended to refute Cal- 
vinistic objections to the decree of the Cath- 
olic Church, which enjoins perpetual celiba- 
ey on the Priesthood. The text was—‘‘But 
I would have you to be without solicitude. 
He that is without a wife, is solicitous for 
the things that belong to the Lord, how he 
may please God. But he that is with a wife, 
is solicitous for the things of the world, how 
he may please his wife: and he is divided.” 
1 Cor: vii. 32, 33. 

One of the greatest rocks of offence, (the 
preacher said) that the church presented to 
the view of corrupt nature and the ministers 
of Calvin, was the celibacy she requires of 
such of her children as aspire to the dignity 
ef becoming the dispenser of her mysteries 
and the preachers of her conciliatory doc- 
trines. Her law to that effect had been a 
source of edification to her clergy, a cause 
of much individual peace and spiritual ad- 
vantage. To a priest of the Christian Reli- 
gion, officially bound to offer sacrifice on 
the holy altar, a life of immaculate purity, 
and undivided attention to the great concerns 
of eternity, seemed to be most appropriate. 
A married priest, as far as his example might 
extend, could, with a very bad grace, recom- 
mend the observance of virginity, or conti- 
nence, from the chair of truth. The mind 
that can soar above the prejudices of educa- 
tion and the sombre clouds of sectarian big- 
otry, will find, pn taking a retrospect of the 
mouldering monuments of even Pagan anti- 
quity, that continency was rewarded with 


public esteem and confidence, from a convic- 


tion that it approximated its possessor to the 
divinity, and consequently that every sacer- 
dotal function, religious act, and holy cere- 
mony, but little accorded with the practices 
of connubial life. This was a hard saying; 
but a fact, so powerfully supported by histo- 
ry, weighed more than all the impious so- 
phistry and malicious interpretation, which 
the uxorious propensities of the Calvinistic 
ministry, or flesh and blood, could possibly 
bring against it. Every legislature, whether 
Jewish, Pagan, Mahometan, or Christian, 
had imposed upon its priesthood, respective- 
ly and exclusively, certain restrictions, more, 
or less severe. The Jewish Priest could 
not marry a woman that had been divorced, 
nor could the High Priest marry any but a 
virgin. He could not keep two wives, al- 
though polygamy was allowed to all the rest 
of the nation. The Egyptian Priests were, 
in like manner, allowed but one wife. The 
Hierophant, or officiating Priest of Pagan 


Greece, was bound to observe the laws of 
celibacy and the strictest continence. The 
Priestesses of Ceres were bound to live in 
the most inviolable chastity. Who did not 
know the purity of the vestal Virgins of Pa- 
gan Rome? and that the violation of their 
vow, was punished by death in its most awful 
form? Such were the punishments of the 
Peruvian Virgins of the Sun for a violation 
of their vows. The preacher quoted from 
the Alcoran, and from Sir William Jones, to 
establish the fact that similar practices pre- 
vailed in Mahometan countries and in Pagan 
India.—He alluded also to the institutions of 
Numa Pompilius, in support of his argu- 
ment, and to numerous other laws and prac- 
tices in Pagan countries—especially those of 
China. 

He then appealed to his audience for a 
solution of the problem—how could we ac- 
count for this astonishing consent of the va- 
rious nations of the earth relative to conti- 
nence, and this natural alliance between chas- 
tity and the altar? Would the unsealing of 
Pandora’s box, which contained all the dis- 
organizing principles, and the damning vo- 
luptuousness of an Anti-Christian Retorma- 
tion, explain it? Bucer, who was present at 
the opening of the seal, and was appointed 
divinity professor at Cambridge by the profli- 
gate Cranmer, perhaps might solve the ques- 
tion. In his work, De Regno Christi, he 
says—‘‘ the greater part of the people seem 
only to have embraced the gospel in order to 
shake off the yoke of discipline and the ob- 
ligation of fasting and penance which lay up- 
on them in Popery, and to live at their plea- 
sure, enjoying their lusts and lawless appe- 
tites without control. Hence they lent a 
willing ear to the doctrine that we are saved 
by faith and not by works.” The Calvinis- 
tic ministers had clutched at this pleasurable 
doctrine with untiring tenacity, and seemed 
to be sworn enemies to celibacy and a life of 
continence, unlike the Baptist, Jesus, and 
the Apostles. The Pagan natiors must have 
read such precepts in the human heart, 
where they were engraver by the finger of 
God! Such precepts were and ever will be 
the voice of reason, and though they were 
not the absolute commands of evangelical au- 
thority, they would ever form a glorious cri- 
terion between the lawful priests of a self- 
denying Jesus, and the sensual admirers o! 
the flesh-pots of Egypt, supplied at the sham- 
bles of a mock-retormation. Yes—Pagan 
Rome, as well as Christian Rome, saw the 


‘natural affinity which existed between celiba- 


cy and the functions of the priesthood, and 
which is derived from the pure fountain of 
Nature itself. It was on this principle alone 
that the conduct of the Jews toward Judith 
could be explained, and the preacher descant- 
ed at large on the character of that celebra- 
ted heroine, as recorded in the archives of 
Jewish glory. 

But however edifying the examples of con- 
tinence which the Gentiles had transmitted 
to us—however interesting and appropriate 
were those which the ancient scriptures pre- 
sented, it was still reserved for the Cath: lic 
Church to show how preeminent were the 
examples of chastity which she could furnish, 
and how supernatural were the motives which 
produced them. It was she, who attached a 
proper value to celibacy, and crowned virgi- 





nity in preference to all the heavenly virtues, 





and gave her the brightest throne in the re- 
of bliss. The writings of Justin the 

artyr, St. Jerome, and St. Austin, were 
quoted to show that, in those days, the odor 
of sanctity was shed throughout Rome, by 
the numerous monasteries of virgins of both 
sexes. One of the most admirable features 
of the Christian Religion was the efficacy of 
persuasion, or good example, in relation to 
celibacy. The law of God and of his vene- 
rable church never obliged man nor woman 
reluctantly to embark in such a life; but when 
man, or woman freely undertakes the obliga- 
tion, with a previous knowledge of its nature 
ahd consequences, the fulfilment of the vow 
is required by God and his church. The 
vestal virgins served a false divinity; the vir- 
gins of the church dedicate themselves to the 
true God. The former served their divinity 
for thirty years; the latter persevere to the 
ena of their lives under an humble conviction 
that they would be hereafter crowned with 
the smiles of the Bridegroom of eternal glo- 
ry. Wherever the Catholic doctrines were 
preached, hearts might be found burning with 
a holy desire to live in this state of virginal 
purity; and why should they not? Human 
nature is not altogether so bad, so depraved 
aud profligate, when supported by the grace 
of God, as the horrid blasphemies of Calvin 
and his Connecticut admirer would fain re- 
present it. 

It was no wonder (the preacher said) that 
the example of St. Peter and his legitimate. 
successors, should be a perpetual stumbling 
block and rock of offence to the ministerial 
followers of John Calvin, because he (St. Pe- 
ter) independently of his example, had given 
to the faithful certain premonitory rules,which 
are a death-blow to the mischievous bant- 
ling of the Calvinistic Reformation, and the 
arrogant coxcombry of ministerial sectarian- 
ism—a coxcombry that leaves the mind in a 
state of pupilage and scholastic uncertainty. 
Tae Calvinistic aggressor upon the Catholic 
Church had given himself out as a prophet, 
and had predicted the downfall of American 
liberty by Catholicity! For so charitable a 
prediction the intelligent citizens of Boston 
ought to present him with a straight jacket!! 
[Here followed a long commentary on vari- 
ous quotations from the New Testament, 
particularly the chapter from which the text 
was taken, recommending the practice of ce- 
libacy and continence, for which we have no 
reom. ] 

As an illustration of this triumph of truth, 
to the exclusive honor of the Catholic reli- 
gion, the preacher said that in every age, 
from the days of Christ to the present period, - 
instances have been found of husbands and 
wives freeing each other from their matrimo- 
nial engagements, to serve God, and work 
out their salvation with greater purity and 
perfection. Such was the case of St. Peter 
at the very birth of Christianity. Such is'the 
case in our day, of Virgil Barber, an Epis- 
copal clergyman, who, when he became ac- 
qnainted with the doctrine and morality of 
the Catholic Church, had the religious forti- 
tude to renounce his professorship in a New- 
York College, his gown, and the world, and 
became a Catholic priest—even a Jesuit.— 
His wife retired to a Catholic Convent, and 
they had the happiness to reflect that their 
two daughters had dedicated themselves to 
the service of Jesus. Another glorious per- 
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sonification of the power of this religion was 
found in the biography of Cardinal Weld, an 
English gentleman, descended from one of 
the richest families in Great Britain. He had 
been the husband of one wife; after her death, 
he became an humble Catholic Priest, and 


Orthodox party in politics may pursue to ef- 
fect their purposes. 


into the authority of the Calvinistic Minis- 
try, and asked if they had any ordinary, or 
extraordinary commission to preach, and ex- 


ane, and wine, and brandy, and preserves 


will it not save to the country? 
The preacher then proceeded to inquire thus, that the Apostles and Catholic mission- 


It was not 


‘aries were equipped. They did not take 
wives and children with them, We never 
‘heard of Mrs. St. Paul, Master St. Paul, or 


his private worth, morality, and piety, have | pound the scriptures, or to administer sacra- ‘the little Misses St. Paul. To break Up this 


elevated him to the dignity of a Cardinal. 
But why (it was asked) should the church, 
or her members escape the scorpion tongue 
ofheresy? Did not the J- ws murmur against 
their God? Did not pharisaic envy and vil- 
lany seek to damn the reputation of the Sa- 
viour ? Was he not called a wine-bibber 
and a keeper of bad company? And how 
then could poor priests and virgins who con- 
seciate themselves to his service, escape the 
profligate obloquy of human hyenas who, 
actuated by a fiendish malice, tear up the 
mouldering remains of mortality and reckless 
of the moral worth and sanctity of departed 
merit, in order to glut their savage hatred to 
catholicity, will even mangle the posthumous 
reputation of Catholics themselves? It was 
melancholy to state that there was no absur- 
dity, infamy, abomination, or deviltry, that 
had not been brought up from the great ma- 


ments. He showed from the scriptures that 
they had not the extraordinary credentials 
and from history that they had no ordinary 
commission, since Calvin himself was never 
ordained by any proper authority. No Catho- 
lic bishop, or priest had ever laid hands upon 
him, though the imposition of a Bishop’s hands 
was indispensible, according to scripture, to 
qualify a man for the priesthood. To prove an 
extraordinary commission, the working of mir- 
acles was necessary. Our Saviour himself 
wrought miracles to prove the divinity of his 
commission. What miracles did Calvin ever 
perform to prove his extraordinary mission? 
So strongly were both Calvin and Luther 





|practice, would keep these missionaries at 
‘home and compel them to devote more of 
their time to the care of their flocks, and 
would destroy a productive source of impos- 
ture, by putting an end to the fairy-tale con. 
versions, so artfully composed, and to those 
profligate talsehoods concerning the Catho- 
lic Church, which those nick-named mission- 
aries address to their Calvinistic editors and 
party. It was not surprising that the Cal. 
Vinistic ministers should attack the doctrines 
of the church, and inveigh against celibacy 
and virginity, confession and the real pre- 
sence, and the infallibility of the church in 
|points of doctrine and morality. It was not 





impressed with the importance of miracles|surprising that such numbers followed the 
to the advancement of their new trade of|licentious leaders of the Rebellion against 
Reformation, that they attempted to impose |the Church at its commencement: Arius and 
upon their followers a belief that they could Mahomet and Lucifer had each a numerous 
perform miracles; and to expose the villany| party. Let the Calvinistic ministers, if such 




























nufactory of falsehood, by the prolific genius | of these two ringleaders, the preacher read 
of heresy against the church of God. Such | the following quotations from protestant wri- 
a spirit was not the spirit of God; it was the | ters— 
wicked spirit, whose detestation of whatever| ‘ Bolsec, once a member of the Reforma- 
is moral, beautiful, or divine in the church of| tion family, and disciple of Calvin, informs 
Christ seems to have descended to the minis- | us in his Life of Calvin, chap. 1. that this ar- 
ters of Calvin, whose doctrines, if marshalled | dent lover of Servetus, bribed a man, whose 
out in full force, would convert the green fields |name was Brunean, to counterfeit himself 
of American freedom into a barren waste. It| dead, that he might raise him to life! After 
was the spirit of Calvin, whose disciples have | having uttered a prayer, Calvin took the man 
a society, a club, or acaucus, in every town, | by the hand and commanded him in the name 
village and city of the United States, forthe |of our Lord to arise; but all in vain, for 
purpose of emptying the purses of their fel- | Brunean was really dead, and all the pray- 
low-citizens, under some pious, or rather im- | ers and efforts of Calvin and his saints could 
pious, anti-christian pretence. Was it not | not restore him to life. Brunean’s wife be- 
their object to swell unto bursting their mock- | came distracted with grief and indignation, 
orthodox treasury? Were not their agents|and declared that her husband was alive 
prowling the streets, to seduce the children | when he made the bargain, but now, she ex- 
of parents of different religious sentiments, | claimed, he is as dead and as cold as a stone! 
into their Union Saobath Schools? Do not| Laurentius Surius, another writer, in his 
female emissaries haunt the abodes of pov-| Chronicles, mentions the same iniquitous and 
erty on Saturday evenings, with shoes, and justly punished offence. 

socks, and bonnets to coax poor children to| Slaphylus, a pupil of Luther, informs us in 
the Orthodox Sabbath School? and how reg-| his Absolute Apology, page 404, that Luther 
ularly do the same pious ladies and liberal attempted in 1545, to east a devil out of a 
Christians repair to the same houses on Mon-| young girl of Misnea in Wittemberg, but 
day morning, fo take care of the said cloth-| Satan assaulted and seriously purt both Lu- 
ing until the next Saturday? What means ther and his companions, as was the case 
the menace of an orthodox champion, that he | with the Jewish exorcists recorded in the 
could bring half a million of his Christian| Acts. Styphylus, seeing the devil hold his 
voters into the field, and that it was essential master Luther by the throat, endeavored to 
there should be a Christian party in politics? |leave the room, but could not turn the lock; 
Are not these facts sufficient to open the eyes so taking up a hatchet, which the clerk had 
of the people to make them watch the move- |thrown through the window, he hewed down 
ments of the subtle enemy? Let them re-|the door and scampered off.” 

member that the dogs of Pagan Rome once| Calvin, therefore, had no ordinary nor ex- 
slumbered on their posts, while the sacred traordinary mission, and his ministers have no 
geese of Juno saved the country. If the | more authority than laymen--they are laymen. 
Calvinistic Ministers are found to be, not |The Calvinistic congregations were advised 
the watch-dogs, but the enemy itself, it is the |to ovlige their ministers, as one qualification 
duty of the Roman Catholic Clergy, as they | for the ministry, to parsue a life of celibacy. 
value sound libesty, happiness, and heaven,|This would be a saving to the community, 
to. give the alarm, and expose, if necessary,!and by making them to comply with the in- 
their naked bosoms to the attacks of unre-|junction of the text, would cure, to a great 
lenting Calvinism, The preacher warned jextent, the missionary mania, of embarking 
his hearers to learn wisdom from the fate of|our modern Mr. Calvins, with their Mrs. 
Ireland, whose soil became a vast Golgotha |Calvins, the Master Calvins, and the young 
under Cromwell and his puritanic psalmsing-| Miss Calvins, for the instruction of the hea- 
ers, He. cautioned Americans to beware, |then in foreign land. What a round sum of 
and to apflect upon the measures which the |money, what quantities of clothing, and me- 








be their taste and piely, continue faithful to 
those principles of their impious reforma- 
tion,—but let them not licentiously attack 
the Holy Catholic Church, and her holy 
institutions, nor inveigh against her priests, 
who imitate St. Paul, by dying daily and 
keeping their bodies in subjection, lest, while 
preaching to others, themselves may become 
reprobates and castaways. May the God of 
heaven convert their hearts and inspire their 
congregations with grace to see the errors of 
their ways, and bring them into the one fold, 
under the one Shepherd of the One, Holy, 
Catholie and Apostolic Church! 





ROME AND ITS ENVIRONS. 
From a Letter to a Friend. - 


I am just arrived at Rome from Naples, 
and send you all my journey has produced, 
for you have a right to this all—a few Jaurel 
leaves snatched from the tomb of Virgil, 
whom ‘ tenet nunc Parthenope.” I should 
long since have given you a*description of 
this classic region, but various circumstan- 
ces have hindered me. I will not leave Rome, 
however, without saying a few words about 
so celebrated a city. We agreed that I was 
to address you without ceremony; and to tell 
you at a venture whatever impressions were 
made upon me in Italy, as I formerly related 
to you what ideas I had formed, while wan- 
dering through the solitules of the New 
Worid. Without further preamble, then, I 
will attempt to give you an account of the 
environs of Rome, that is to say, the adja- 
cent country and the ruins, 

You have read all that has been written 
on this subject, but I do not know whether 
travellers have given you a very just idea of 
the picture which the Roman territory pre- 
sents. Figure to yourself something of the 
desolation at Tyre and Babylon, as describ- 
ed in scripture—silence and solitude as vast 
as the noise and tumult of men, who former- 
ly crowded together on this spot, One pes 
almost fancy that the prophet’s curse is still 
heard, when he announced that two things 
should happen on a single day, sterility an 
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widowhood. * You see here and there some 
remains of Roman roads, in places where 
nobody ewer passes, and some dried-up tracks 
of winter torrents, which at a distance have 
themselves the appearance of large frequent- 
ed roads, but which are in reality the beds 
of waters, formerly rushing onwards with 
impetuosity, though they have now passed 
away like the Roman nation. It is with some 
difficulty that you discover any trees, but on 
every side you behold the ruins of aqueducts 
and tombs, which appear to be the forests and 
indigenous plants of this land—composed as 
it is of mortal dust, and the wrecks of em- 
pires. I have often thought that I beheld 
rich crops in a plain, but on approaching 
them, found that my eye had been deceived 
_by withered grass. Under this barren her- 
bage, traces of ancient culture may some- 
times be discovered. Here are no birds, no 
jaborers, no lowing of cattle, no villages.— 
A few miserably managed farms appear 
amidst the general nakedness of the country, 


Salve, magna parens frugum, Saturnia tellus, 
Magna virum! * 

» If you view them as an economist, they 
will displease you, but if you survey them 
as an artist, or a poet, or a philosopher, you 
will perhaps not wish them to be altered.— 
The sight of a corn-field, or a vineyard would 
not cause such strong emotions in your mind 
as that of a country, where modern culture 
has not renovated the soil, and which may be 
said to have become as purely antique as the 
ruins which cover it. 

Nothing is so beautiful as the lines of the 
Roman horizon, the gentle inclination of the 
plains, and the soft flying contour of the ter- 
minating mountains. The valleys often as- 
sume the form of an arena, a circus, ora 
riding-house. The hills are cut in terraces, 
as if the mighty hand of the Romans had 
moved the whole land at pleasure. A pecu- 
liar vapor is spread over distant objects, 
which takes off their harshness and rounds 





them. The shadows are never black and 





study of antiquities and the fine arts, or who- 
ever has no other ties in life, should live at 
Rome. He will there find, for his society, 
a district which will nurture his reflections 
and take possession of his heart, with walks, 
which will always convey to him instruction. - 
The stone, which he treads upon will speak 
to him, and the dust which the wind blows 
around him, will be decomposed particles of 
some great human being. Should he be un- 
happy—should he have mingled the ashes of 
those, whom he loved, with the ashes of the 
illustrious dead, what placid delight will he 
experience when he passes from the sepul- 
chre of the Scipios to the tomb of a virtuou 
friend, from the superb mausoleum of Cecilia 
Metella to the modest grave of an unfortu- 





|nate woman! He will fancy that their be- 


| loved shades find pleasure in wandering round 
|\these monuments, with that of a Cicero still 
lamenting his dear Tullia, or an Agrippina 
still occupied with the urn of Germanicus. 
|If he be a Christian, how will he be able to 


but the windows and doors of the habitations heavy, for there are no masses so obscure, | tear himself away from this land, which is 


are closed. No smoke, no noise, no inhabi- 
tant proceeds from them. A sort of savage, 


| 


even among the rocks and foliage, but that 
a little light may always insinuate itself. A 


in tattered garments, pale and emaciated by | singular tint and most peculiar harmony unite 
fever, guards these melancholy dwellings, | the earth, the sky, and the waters. All the he fri 
like the spectres who defend the entrance of surfaces unite at their extremities by means, !ost, sleep with saints in their catacombs, un- 


abandoned castles in our gothic legends. 


dared to take possession of the country, 
once inhabited by the masters of the world, 
and that you see these plains as they were 
left by the ploughshare of Cincinnatus, or the 
last Roman team. 

It is in the midst of this uncultivated re- 
gion that the ete nal city raises her head.— 
Decayed as to her terrestial power, she ap- 
pears to have resolved on proudly isolating 
herself, She has separated herself from the 
cities of the world,and like a dethroned queen, 
has nobly concealed her misfortunes in soli- 
tude. 

Ishould in vain attempt to describe the 
sensation experienced, when Rome sudden- 


ly appears to your view amidst her inania | 


It | 


| 


|Claude Lorrain’s landscapes. 








regna, as if raising herself from the sepulchre | 


in which she had been lying. 


| Ponte Mole. 


; ( of an insensible gradation of colors, and with- | 
may be said, therefore, that no nation has out t 


he possibility of ascertaining the point, 
at which one ends, or another begins. You 
have doubtless admired this sort of light in 
It appears 
ideal, and still more beautiful than nature; 
but it is the light of Rome. 

I did not omit to see the Villa Borghese, 
and to admire the sun as he cast his setting 
beams upon the cypresses of Mount Marius, 
or on the pines of Villa Pamphili. I have 
also often directed my way up the Tiber to 
enjoy the grand scene of departing day at 
The summits of the Sabine 
mountains then appear to consist of lapis la- 
zuli and pale gold, while their base and sides 
are enveloped in a vapor, which has a violet 
or purple tint. Sometimes beautiful clouds, 
like light chariots, borne on the winds with 


] 


Picture to|jnimitable grace, make you easily compre- 


yourself the distress and astonishment which | hend the appearance of the Olympian Deities 


the prophets experienced, when God, in a/ under this mythologic sky. 


Sometimes an- 


vision, shewed them some city, to which he | cient Ronie seems to nave stretched into the 
had attached the destiny of his chosen peo- | West all the purple of her Consuls and Cx- 


ple. + The multitude of recollections and) sars, and spread them under the last steps of | 


the crowd of sensations oppress you, so that | the god of day. This -rich decoration does 
your very soul is disordered at beholding the | not disappear so soon as in our climate.— 


place—for it is Rome, which has twice inher- 
ited the empire of the world, first as the heir 
to Saturn, and secondly to Jacob. f 

_ You will, perhaps, think, from my descrip- 
tion, that nothing can be more frightful than 
the Roman environs; but in this conjecture 
you are egregiously mistaken. They pos- 
sess an inconceivable grandeur, and in con- 
templating them, you would be always ready 
to exclaim with Virgil: 


ee 





* Isaiah, + Ezekiel. 
+ Montaigne thus describes the neighborhood of Rome 
about two centuries ago. 
“We had at a distance, on our left, the Appennines, 
and the prospect of a country by no means pleasant, 


uneven and full of gaps, which would render it difficult | 


to range troops in regular order. ‘The country is without 
trees, and a considerable part of it sterile, open on every 
side, and more than ten miles in circumference. Like 
. other countries too of this description, it is very thin- 
y ited, ”? 


When you suppose that the tints are vanish- 
ing, they suddenly re-appear at some other 
point of the horrizon. ‘Twilight succeeds to 
twilight, and the charm of closing day is 
prolonged. It is true that at this hour of ru- 
ral repose, the air no longer 1esounds with 
bucolic song; you no longer hear the ‘“‘dulcia 
linquimus arva,” but the victims of sacred 
immolation are still tobe seen. White bulls 
and troops of kalf-wild horses daily descend 
on the banks of the Tiber, and quench their 
thirst with its waters. You would fancy 
yourself transported to the times of the an- 
cient Sabines, or to the age of the Arcadian 
Evander, when the Tiber was called Albula, f 
and Eneas navigated its unknown stream. 
Whoever ocoupies himself solely in the 





* Hail, happy land, producing richest fruits, 
And heroes of renown! 








+ Livy. 


become his own country—this land, which is 
become the seat of asecond empire more 
sacred, and more powerful than the first— 
this land, where the friends, whom we have 





der the eye of the father of the faithful, ap- 
| pearing as if they would be the first who 
| awoke from their long sleep, and the nearest 
to Heaven.— Chateaubriand. 





From the Kingston Patriot. 
FANATICISM 
The Golden Bible, or the Book of Mormon. 


The believers in the sacred authenticity of 
|this miserable production, are known by the 
iname of **‘ Mormonites,” and their book. is 


|commonly called ‘ The Book of Mormon,” 
\It is asserted by them that their number in 
this vicinity is four hundred. In a conver- 
| sation a few days since with a gentleman 
| from Kirtland, well informed, and every way 
| concerned to give us the truth, we are assur- 
|ed, that their numbers in the families in that 
/town were two hundred souls. We doubt 
|not then, that their whole number in this 
!county and Cayahoga is at least four hun- 
| dred. 

| They have lately received an additional 
revelation from the prolific prophet, Smith, 
which is generally understood to say that 
Kirtland is within the precincts of the holy 
land; but by others is said to mean only, that 
in that town will be a great gathering of 
mighty multitudes, preparatory to their west- 
ward general migration. They are, there- 
fore, admonished to sell no more of their 
possessions, but rather purchase, lest there 
shall not be room for the faithful. The ad- ~ 
monition, however, arrived too late, as they 
have but fifty acres left, and theland-holders 
refuse to sell them. 

They profesg to receive sensible demon- 
strations of the Deity.—A few days since, a 
young man gave information to some of his 
brethren that he was about to receive a mes- 
sage from heaven. They repaired’ to the 
spot designated, and there, as they solemnly 
assert, a letter descended from the skies and 
fell into the hands of the young man. The. 








purport was to strengthen his faith and ‘in- 
form him that he would soon be called to the 
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ministry. They declare that their solemn 
belief that this letter was written in heaven 
by the finger of God. The style of writing 
was the round Italian, and the letters of gold. 
The favored youth immediately attempted to 
copy the cnmmunication, but as fast as he 
wrote, the letters of the original disappeared 
until it entirely vanished. It is alledged that 
some of them have received white stones, 
promised in the 2d chapter of the Revela- 
tions. Such of them as have “the spirit” 
will declare that they see a white stone mov- 
ing about the upper part of the room, and 
will jump and spring for it, until one more 
fortunate than the other catches it, but he 
alone can see it. Others however profess to 
hear it roll across the floor. These two sto- 
ries, and others of a similar character, are 
told by them with solemn asseverations of 
their truth. 

Among them is aman of color, a chief 
man, who is sometimes seized with strange 
vagaries and odd concerns. The other day 
he is said to have jumped twenty-five feet 
down a wash bank into a tree top without in- 
jury. He sometimes fancies he can fly. 

In Chardon, one man has torn away all the 
partitions of the lower part of a good two- 
story dwelling house. Here a large number 
live together. The food consisting of meat 
and vegetables, it is said, is placed on a 
table in a large pan, which is the whole table 
furniture. From this every inmate takes a 
piece of meat and a potato in his hand, and 
devours them as he walks about the room.— 
As to matters of apparel, and indeed other 
things, where any one wants what be has not, 
he takes it any where inthe family where 
he can find it unoccupied. Al things are 
eommon. 





More Fanaticism—the offspring of the Protes 
tant Principle—Right of private judgment 
in the interpretation of the Scripture. 

‘ For a considerable time past, a gentleman 
of the name of Dr. Hamiltor, has been in 
the habit of haranguing a nun.ber of people 
on theologieal subjects, on the Sunday even- 
ings, in Merchants’ Hall. The following 
occurrence, which took place last week, is 
worthy of the strongest reprobation. About 
four months since, one P. H., a juiner, and 
his wife, went into the hall to hear Hamil- 
ton’s Discourse, purely “ for fun,’ as he de- 
clared at the time. He subsequently re- 
turned again and again, till ultimately his 
reason was subdued; he caught the infection 
of fanaticism, and he eventually ranked 
amongst the most enthusiastic admirers and 
supporters of the preacher. A fortnight 
since he was seized with a brain fever, and 
was in consequence contined to bed. As Dr. 

Hamilton is a surgeon as well as a preacher, 

he waited on the afflicted man, and in a sur- 

gical capacity treated him in a manner which 
another gentleman pronounced unskilful.— 

As his patient became rapidly worse under 

his treatment, a respectable surgeon was 
called. Havirg examined the patient, and 
made a number of inquiries, he ordered Dr. 

Hamilton to be immediately brought, but for 

reasons best known to himself he refused to 
attend. The surgeon met him in the street 

a day, or two afterwards, and told nim that 

he believed that had it not been for his ab- 
surd treatment of H’s disorder, his recovery 
would have been certain. As it approached 


10 o’clock on the night of Wednesday se’n- 
night, ‘‘ two of the brethren,” namely, Cran- 
stoun, who is called in the congregation the 
‘second Angel of the Church,” and Mills 
the Teacher, entered the sick man’s house, 
| when he had become insensible, and was on 
the point of death. Having obtained leave 
to pray, they knelt down at the bedside, and | 
muttered a few sentences quite inaudible to 
the weeping relatives. They then sprung to 
their feet, and Cranstoun held ap his hands, | 
and cried, *‘ P. H., 1 command thee, in the: 
/name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to come out 
of that bed and walk.” The sick man, draw- 
ing nearly his last breath, was utterly insen- 
sible to the command. One of the relatives 
indignantly inquired if he presumed to work 
a miracle on the dying man? and Cranstoun 
declared he would. ‘lhe patient expired im- 








the house. 


sent, the miracle would have been wrought!” 


— Scotsman. 





PARSON BATE. 


This reverend gentleman being produced 


Bench, the following dialogue took place: 
Councellor—what is your name? Witness— 
Bate, Councellor—Ar’n’t you called the 
Fighting Parson? 


if you are not called the Fighting Parson? 
Witness—I told you so betore; but if you 
doubt me, and will walk out of Court [clench- 
ing his fist,] I will give it you under my 
hand. This was sufficient for the counsel- 
lor, who put no further questions to his reve- 
rence.—Parke’s Musical Memoirs. 





“POETRY. | 


HYMN. 


ON THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. 








Our Jesus on his Altar lies; 

The Christian’s noble sacrifice: 
Conceal’d his Majesty divine 

Beneath the forms of Bread and Wine. 
There, or within his silver cell, 

He still on Earth vouchsafes to dwell: 
Where, resting on the mercy-seat 
He hears our prayers in humble state. 
Go then, my Soul! Thy God adore! 
His paidon, pity, Grace in p‘ore! 
Before his foot-stool pro-trate fall; 
And on thy Lord for mercy call! 

Fear not. It wus for thy dear sake 
That he this shape has deign’d to take. 
"T'was his unbounded love tor thee 
That nail'd him bleeding to the ‘Tree. 
Go, then; make thy request: nor fear! 
Thy loving Jesus learns to hear. 

Give thou thyself to him, and He 
Will give himself again to thee. 


NEW BOOKS. 
FOR SALE AT P. MOONEY’S CATHOLIC BOOK- 
STORE, 


Corner of Federal and Franklin Sts.—Also, at Patrick 
Denvir’s Look-store, Main-Street, Charlestown. 











The following new publications we earnestly recom- 
mend to all who are sei ious inquirers afier truth, as well 
us4o those who wish to attain a correct knowledge of 
the great truths of the Catholic religion. ‘Lhey are works, 











mediately afterwards, and the brethren left’ 
Instead of being ashamed of, 
such proceedings, Hamilton declared, that | 
‘had there not been people of the wo Id pre- | 





as a witness on a trial in the court of King’s | R for (ET 
| Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Loctiine of the Real 


My beloved to me, and I to my beloved.—Cant. 1. 12. 





small in size, but replete with highly instructive and ine 
teresting matter, and which can easily be "perused by 
those who have not much time to devote to reading, 


1, Letrers on THE SpanisH Inquisition. 
A rare work, and the best which has ever appeared 


‘on the subject: by M. Le Comte Joseph Le Mais- 


tre; translated from the French, with additiunet 
notes and Illustrations: by T. J. O’ Flaherty, 8, B. 
C.—12mo. Per doz. $6, retail, 62 1-2 cents, 

2. PRoors oF THE TRUE CHURCH, IN Two 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; trans. 
lated from the French.—24 mo. Per doz. $3; retail, 
31 cents. 

8. THe Youtu’s Director; or familiar In. 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and condi- 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 
traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
French.—24 mo. Per doz. $4 50; retail, 43 3-4 ets, 

4, INVINCIBLE Reasons, which should forever 
attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 
gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo, 
Per doz. 30 cents; retail, 3 cents. 

5. A sHort Exposiii0n oF THE MARKS OF THE 
True Cuurcu; by CarpinaL GERDIL. Translat- 
ed from the French, for the first tine; to which is prefix- 
ed a brief and intevesting si:ctch of the life of the illu 
trions writer. Price, ¢ 1 per dozen, 12 1-2 cents single, 

6. A sure Way to find out THE True Rew 
GION, in a conversation between a Father ard his Son, 
by the late Rev. T’ Baddely.—18mo.—Price $2, per 
doz: 20 cents single. 

7. A SHaver for Joun Cuetiie, Methodist 


Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two letters to a fiend; by 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Fieacher, 


Witness-- Perhaps I am. | —i8mo.—Ptice 50 cents per doz: 6 1-4 cents single. 
Councellor—Perhaps I won’t do, sir: I ask | 


8. MAN’s ONLY AFFAIR; Or REFLECTIONS on the 
four last things to be remensbered. ‘Translated fiom the 
French; to which are added Moining and Evening Pray- 
ers; Prayers of Mass, accou panied with a short exp!ana- 
tion of its Ceremonies; arid Vespers. 24m0.—Price $3, 
per dozen; 31 cents retail. 

9. THE TRIPLE Cuorp; or Three plain reason 
why no Roman Cuthotic can conform to the Protestant 
church. Catholic ‘Iract. Price, 20 cents per dozen; 
2 cents, single. 


The Public are re:pectfully informed, that Mann- 
ING’s SHort Way tro eEnp DispuTes is now i® 
Press, which will also shortly appear. 
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